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Wishing all our readers
a very Merry Christmas
and

Peace and Happiness
In 2014




KILNINFORD NEWS — THE FUTURE?

After 16 years of editing and distributing the newsletter, Georgina and 1 have decided that
the time has come to call it a day. The other two members of our team have also decided
to stand down. We really hope that somebody will get a new team together and that the
newsletter will continue? However, in the absence of volunteers willing to take this on,
the final newsletter will be Issue 50, December 2014.

We work with a team of 4 to cover the following roles: Editor, Distribution, Advertising,
Treasurer, Printing and Stapling and the Publishing of the Local Phone Directory. Anyone
wishing information as to what is involved is welcome to contact any of us, though we
appreciate that a new team may wish to do things differently. We will also be happy to
spend time handing over all the relevant paper work and computer files in order to make
for a seamless takeover.

Fiona Wyllie
Editor

N.B. The enclosed flier shows details of the new timetable for Routes 423 and 923, Oban to Ardrishaig
and Ardrishaig to Oban. This is an improved service (e.g. there is now a bus that leaves Oban at 5.30
p.m. on weekdays) — hopefully as many people as possible will use the service so that we don’t lose it in
future.



WHAT’S ON IN AND AROUND KILMELFORD AND KILNINVER

Saturday, 14" and Sunday, 15™ December — Santa’s Grotto at Arduaine Garden from 12 noon — 4
p.m. £3 per child.

Sunday, 22" December - Solstice Walk meeting at Lady Glassary Wood car park at 10.30 a.m. Join Dr
Sharon Webb, curator of Kilmartin Museum, to explore some of Kilmartin Glen's prehistoric
monuments. The walk is free and booking is not required.

Tel: 01546 510278 E-mail: admin@kilmartin.org

Friday, 27" December — Tea and Coffee Cake Break from 10.30 a.m. till 12 noon in the Village Hall
in aid of the North Argyll Carers Centre (Cherish Transport Fund)
Contact: Jean Bowman Tel: 01852 200380

Friday, 27" December - Christmas/New Year Supper Dance at 7 p.m. in Craignish Village Hall in aid
of The Glasgow Children’s Holiday Scheme. Dancing to Ryan McGlynn’s band “Ceilids Homets™.
Bring a dish to share and your own drink.

Tickets £20/£15 (students) from Ardfern Village store or Tel: 01852 500610

Cheques to be made payable to Craignish Community Company please.

PROGRAMME

|. Dashing White Sergeant 2. Speed the Plough 3. Virginia Reel 4. Eightsome Reel 5. Hamilton House

6. Duke of Perth 7. Reel of the 51st (Aberdonian) SUPPER 1. Duke & Duchess of Edinburgh

2. Eightsome Reel 3. Posties Jig 4. Speed the Plough 5. Foursome Reel 6. Mairi’s Wedding

7. Reel of the 51st (Aberdonian) Auld Lang Syne

‘Tuesday 31* December - Hogmanay Party from 9 p.m. until late in Kilmelford Village Hall. A good
family evening of music, dancing and games. Please bring you own alcoholic drinks and nibbles for your
table. Advance purchase of tickets recommended. Adults £5, children under 14, £2.50. Tickets now
available from Reception at Melfort Village and also, after 29" Dec, from Diane Scaife. Tables cannot be
reserved, so please arrive early for a table of your choice.

Tickets at the door: Adults £6.00, children £3.00.

Contact: Diane Scaife 01852 200208

Friday, 10" January - Coffee Morning from 10.30 a.m. till 12 noon in Kilmelford Village Hall. This
coffee morning is being held jointly with Kilninver Primary School in aid of school funds.

Offers of help and donations of baking would be much appreciated.

Contact Melissa Oatts Tel: 01852 200314

Tuesday 14" January - Kilmelford and Kilninver Community Association AGM at 7.30 p.m. in
Kilmelford Village Hall. All welcome.
Contact: Diane Scaife Tel: 01852 200208

Monday, 20" January — Kilninford Association AGM. Venue and time to be confirmed.
Contact: Fiona Wyllie Tel: 01852 200227 Georgina Dalton Tel: 01866 844212

Friday 24" January - Tea and Coffee Cake Break from 10.30 a.m. till 12 noon in the Village Hall in
aid of the North Argyll Carers Centre (Cherish Transport Fund)
Contact: Jean Bowman Tel: 01852 200380

Saturday, 1* February — Ceilidh and Supper with Scottish Country Dancing in the Cuilfail Hotel in aid
of Kilmelford Coastal Rowing. Time and ticket prices to be confirmed. Look out for posters. Mike will
be calling the dances so please come along even if you’re not familiar with them.

Contact: Christine Roberts Tel: 01852 200542



Friday, 7" February - Coffee Morning from 10.30 a.m. till 12 noon in Kilmelford Village Hall in aid of
parish funds and the village hall.

Offers of help and donations of baking would be much appreciated.

Contact Melissa Oatts Tel: 01852 200314

Friday, 21* February - Tea and Coffee Cake Break from 10.30 a.m. till 12 noon in the Village Hall in
aid of the North Argyll Carers Centre (Cherish Transport Fund)
Contact: Jean Bowman Tel: 01852 200380

Early March: Quiz & Curry Night in Kilmelford Village Hall. Licensed bar, good prizes. Details
nearer the time. Look out for posters.

Friday, 7" March - Coffee Morning from 10.30 a.m. till 12 noon in Kilmelford Village Hall in aid of
parish funds and the village hall.

Offers of help and donations of baking would be much appreciated.

Contact Melissa Oatts Tel: 01852 200314

Friday, 4™ April - Coffece Morning from 10.30 a.m. till 12 noon in Kilmelford Village Hall in aid of
parish funds and the village hall.

Offers of help and donations of baking would be much appreciated.

Contact Melissa Oatts Tel: 01852 200314

ART GROUP

The group meets weekly on Thursdays from 2 p.m. — 4.30 p.m. in the small hall in Kilmelford. All
welcome. £2 per session.

Contact: Agnes McColl Tel: 01852 200365

COUNTRY DANCING

We’ve had some really good dancing this autumn, learnt some new dances and had a lot of laughs — thank
you, Mike.

The end of season party will be on Thursday, 19" December. We’ll then break for Christmas and start
again on Thursday, 9" January.

All welcome. You can come and join us at any time but, if you’re a beginner, try and make it in January.
Contact: Bob Fleck Tel: 01852200258 E-mail: rfleck@btinternet.com

‘CRAFTS and THINGS’

For anyonc interested in embroidery, tapestry, sewing, knitting, crochet and other similar crafts, meetings
are in the Kilmelford Village Hall every Wednesday morning from 10am -12noon. £2.00 per person for
each session.

Contact: Toni Mitchell Tel: 01852 316151 Olga Salmond Tel: 01852 200787

MELFORT UKULELES

Melfort Ukuleles now have 19 registered members since their start in September. They are still looking
for more members as not everyone attends the classes every week. New members can go along at any
time of the year on a Wednesday evening 7.30 - 9.30 p.m. in the Village Hall.

In August, they entertained locals at the Evenings of Song and Verse in the Kilmelford Church with the
help of song-sheets which were distributed at each performance. Melfort Ukuleles continue to provide
musical accompaniment for the Xplorers' group on the first Sunday of the month in the church. The vast
majority of their members however just want to learn how to play the ukulele and enjoy the friendship
within the classes.



Over the past 3 years, their repertoire has increased to 54 songs, plus 5 Christmas songs and 13 songs for
the Xplorers. A wide range of songs to suit all tastes is on hand and there is always the opportunity to
sing a song of your own choice.

Contact: Peter Salmond Tel: 01852 200787 or E-mail petersalmond@btinternet.com

MOTHERS AND TODDLERS PLAYGROUP

Kilmelford Playgroup runs every Wednesday afternoon from 2 - 3.30 p.m. in Kilmelford Village Hall.
Anyone with pre-schoolers, please feel free to drop in for a fun aftemoon of craft and play for the wee
ones and cake and coffee for the old yins'. We wish everyone a very merry Christmas and happy New
Year to all.

Plecase contact me at madmelcl9@yahoo.com.au or Georgina Dalton on 01866 844212 for any
information. Happy Holidays.

Mellony Mctavish ( Hamish's mum)
KILMELFORD COASTAL ROWING —- WEEKEND ROWING DURING THE WINTER

Since our last report, rowing in the evening has been discontinued and now takes place at the weekend,
either Saturday or Sunday, whatever people prefer to do. Sometimes of course the tides prevent us from
rowing as there is not enough water to launch the boat.

During November we have had some lovely weekends when the weather has been sunny and still. Crews
have been rowing across the loch to Melfort Pier and back which is venturing much further afield as
confidence and skill improves.

Shorter oars have been made so that children can row with their parents and a number of children have
enjoyed rowing regularly. Children still row for free, more are welcome.

Sunday 3rd November we held another Soup and Sandwich Lunch in the Village Hall and raised £370.
We need to insure the boat for theft and its members against accident so money is always needed, and we
are grateful for the support we continue to receive form the village. The committee will be looking at
further fund raising events for 2014 so lookout for information in the village.

So far we have 12 fully paid up family members who enjoy rowing when they can. Anyone is welcome
to have a try at any time to see if it is for them before they sign up for membership.

Thanks once more to Kilmelford Yacht Haven and the Cuilfail Hotel for their continuing support.

Don Bruce

GAMES NIGHTS will hopefully take place some Friday evenings throughout the spring from 7 — 8.30
p.m. in Kilmelford and Kilninver Village Hall for 9 year olds upwards. Beetle Drives and other games.
Prizes, tea, juice and cakes. £1 per head.

Contacts: Georgina Dalton Tel: 01866 844212 Sarah Edwards Tel: 01852 200555 Michelle MaclIntyre
Tel: 01852316105

MUSIC NIGHTS
All welcome. Come and join in and musicians, bring along your instruments.

Loch Melfort Hotcl (Tel: 01852 200233)

Every 1* and 3™ Friday of the month — from approximately 9.30 p.m.

The hotel will be closed from the 4™ of January, 2014 until the 31* of January, 2014 and on Mondays,
Tuesdays and Wednesdays throughout February.



Shower of Herring (Tel: 01852 200345)
Every Monday from 8.45 p.m. till midnight
The restaurant will be closed from the 6™ of January, 2014 until the 18" of January, 2014

KILMARTIN HOUSE MUSEUM

A full programme of events can be found on www kilmartin.org
Information and bookings: Tel: 01546 510278 E-mail: admin@kilmartin.org

CRAIGNISH VILLAGE HALL

For regular events such as Coffec Momings, “Keep Fit” and “Knit and Natter™ pleasc check their website
www.craignishvillagehall.org.uk or their Facebook page.

Tickets for performances are available from Ardfern Village Store, by E-mail: cvhartsevents@gmail.com
or by phoning Tel: 01852 500746

NORTH ARGYLL CARERS CENTRE - CHERISH FUND (OBAN)

The Cherish Fund (Oban)

Following discussions with the North Argyll Carers Centre in Oban, we are delighted to say that all the
monies raised (£42,000) have now been passed over to the centre and are to be ring-fenced for transport

purposes.

In the first instance we imagined we could have a private ambulance to take very poorly people like our
daughter Alyson to wherever they needed to go in comfort and dignity but after a great deal of research
we reluctantly realised that such a vehicle was a non-starter for reasons that are too numerous to mention
herc. We then wanted to buy and donate a vehicle to one of the various organisations i.e. MacMillan,
Maric Curic and the Carers but all said the same, thank you but no thank you, vehicles just become a
liability.

So, after listening to the professionals, it was decided that a transport fund would make the best use of the
monies collected.  From the beginning of next year anyone who is a carer or cared-for and is
experiencing difficulties with transport can contact the centre and ask for help. This is to be a new
service and as such there are no hard and fast rules, it is very much a learning curve.

We will continue to have the Tea and Coffee Cake Breaks in Kilmelford Hall, generally the 3rd Friday of
the month but please always check our notices. We will probably also do some one off fund raisers,
once again we will put out notices.

Some of you already know of the wonderful gift given to us by the cast of Downton Abbey, their latest
book "The Chronicles of Downton Abbey" signed by twenty of the main characters including Dame
Maggie Smith and Hugh Bonneville sending The Cherish Fund all their best wishes and they hope we
make lots of money from it next year when it is auctioned at McTear's in Glasgow. Again, we will let
everyonc know the date of the auction and how it does.

All funds raised will go to The North Argyll Carers Centre (Cherish Transport Fund) Charity Registration
No. SC040902.



Many thanks for everyone's continued support and wishing you a very merry Christmas and all you hope
for in 2014.

Jean Bowman For The Cherish Fund (Oban)

WORLD MISSION STAMP APPEAL

Please remember not to chuck your used stamps in the bin. It’s incredible how much money is raised by
people spending the little time that it takes to tear these off and give them to the Stamp Appeal — nearly
£3,300 last year! Stamps can be left with Mary Clark in Kilmelford or with Georgina Dalton.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND SERVICES
CHRISTMAS SERVICES

Sunday, 1¥ December

Kilmelford Church

5 p.m. - Christingles

Tuesday, 10" December

Kilninver Church

6 p.m. — Advent Communion

Sunday, 15" December

Craignish Church

6 p.m. - Carols by Candlelight

Wednesday, 18" December

Kilbrandon Church

7.45 p.m. Kilbrandon Meditive Service

Friday, 20th December

Kilmelford Church

7 p.m.- Carol Singing

This is an opportunity for the village to get together and sing some of your favourite carols. Come and
join in and enter into the Christmas spirit. All ages welcome. Collection for a local charity.

Sunday, 22" December

Kilmelford Church

12 noon - A Family Nativity Service and Gift Sunday

Following on from the hugely successful Nativity Service led by the children of Kilmelford last
Christmas, plans are advancing for a similar service to be held this year. It is a great way to get to the
heart of Christmas and everyone is warmly invited to participate.

The theme will be the “Greatest Gift of All” and, like last year, the Xplorer leaders hope that some of the
young will be happy to help by telling the Christmas story.

The service will be combined with Gift Sunday - anybody wishing to bring a gift for distribution by the
Social Work Department in Oban should please mark it for either a boy or a girl and the age for which the
gift is suitable.

Tuesday, 24" December

Craignish Church

11.30 p.m. - Late Watchnight Service

Tuesday, 24" December

Kilninver Church

11.30 p.m. - Late Watchnight Service

Wednesday, 25" December

Kilmelford Church

11 a.m. — Christmas Service

Sunday, 29" December

Kilninver Church at 12 noon



SERVICES IN 2013
Services arc held every Sunday at 12 noon alternately in Kilninver Parish Church and Kilmelford Parish
Church. Services are held every Sunday in Craignish Parish Church in Ardfern at 10.15 a.m.

Kilmelford Kilninver
January 5" 19™ 12™ 26"
February 2™ 16" 9™ 23"
March 2™ Friday 7" *** 16", 30" 9™ 23
April 13™ 20" (8a.m. Communion), 27" 6™, 20™ (Easter)

*** Friday, 7" March — World Day of Prayer at 7.30 p.m. in Kilmelford Church. This is an
ecumenical service — everybody welcome.

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL CHURCH SERVICES - St John’s Cathedral, George Street, Oban.

Sunday 8 a.m. Holy Communion
10.15 a.m. Sung Eucharist (Fourth Sunday — Choral Matins)
Wednesday |1 a.m. Holy Communion

CATHOLIC CHURCH SERVICES - St Columba’s Cathedral, Oban.

Saturday 7 p.m. Vigil Mass
Sunday 10.30 a.m. Sunday Mass

CHRISTMAS 2013: TRY THE KEY TO YOUR HEART’S DOOR

Christmas is special to us for many reasons. Special memories. Special celebrations. Special family
times. It lightens up the darkest of our winter days. That powerful image of light in the darkness points
to the deepest reason for Christmas being special. It is our celebration of the light of Christ coming into
our dark world.

With all the pressures of life we easily lose sight of that light. So an annual exercise of getting it in focus
again is a very good idea. The season of Advent — the four weeks leading up to Christmas — is there for
this purpose. A poem-prayer from New Guinea makes the point:

At Advent we should try the key
to our heart’s door.

It may have gathered rust.

If so, this is the time to oil it,

In order that the heart’s door
may open more easily

when the Lord Jesus

wants to enter at Christmas time!
Lord, oil the hinges of our heart’s doors
that they may swing

gently and easily

to welcome your coming.

In Netherlom we aim to supply “oil for the hinges” with Advent services in all of our churches on
December Sunday mornings and also with shared evening services, starting with the not-to-be-missed
children’s Christingle Service in Kilmelford Church at 5.00pm on Sunday 1* Dec. For a quieter, more
reflective Advent Communion service join us at Kilninver Church at 6.00pm on Tuesday 10™ December.
For details of other Advent opportunities in Netherlorn see www.netherlornchurches.org.uk




May 1 take the opportunity to wish all readers a very happy Christmas, especially one where the heart’s
door swings easily to welcome the Christ whose coming we celebrate.

Kenneth Ross
Parish Minister

MINISTRY ARRANGEMENTS - JANUARY - APRIL 2014

Ministers today are expected to take study leave periodically and our minister Kenneth Ross will be on
study leave from 4 January to 12 April 2013. He has an exciting programme ahead which will take him
to Malawi, Oxford and Edinburgh with side trips to the Hebrides. Meanwhile the Kirk Sessions of
Netherlomn have been delighted to welcome Rev Walter Ritchie as interim moderator for this period.
Walter was interim moderator during the last vacancy and has remained a very good friend of the
Netherlorn parishes. He will provide pastoral care, as required, during this period and can be contacted
on 01546 510343.

FOND MEMORIES OF DOROTHY CARMICHAEL
28" January, 1923 — 18" September, 2013

Since coming to live at the Manse with Robert in 1975 respect for and friendship with Dorothy grew and
deepened.

She was not one for talking a lot about herself and kept her involvement with Bletchley Park during the
2" World War closely guarded, honouring the strict confidentiality of the time which was demanded of
those working on the code breaking. She was very committed and loyal to her principles, never
wavering from standards or ideals, which she considered important.

She always took an active part in everything that was going on in the area, showing commitment and
dedication in the community, participating regularly at coffee mornings, community meetings, quiz nights
and other local events right up until the very end of her long life. She enjoyed being with people and
having fun but also doing her part as well. She was determined to bake what she called her "swansong
scones" for the last cotfee morning she attended where she shared in the celebrations with a beaming
smile for her favourite postie Davie's 50th birthday.

For many years she also worked in the village shop, where she enjoyed the contact with all the local
people and used her sharp brain to total up the bills without a calculator or a computer! Dorothy enjoyed
the challenge of the Glasgow Herald's crosswords and woe betide anyone who arranged a meeting that
clashed with Mastermind or University Challenge on the TV.

The front door at Kilbrannan was always open and the peace of her sitting room was a place for friends to
bring her up to date with their news, seek advice or unburden their troubles. These conversations were
always closely listened to and responded to with careful thought. Amusing anecdotes brought out
infectious laughter and her sense of humour. She always enjoyed a giggle and her kind smile will not be
forgotten.

Dorothy was fortunate to be able to remain independent and stay in her own home until she died.
Although she had several serious medical problems over the years, she did not let them get her down, nor
did she ever complain. She always soldiered on and mastered every situation, remaining alert and active
and taking part in everything she could.  She was also lucky enough to have good eye-sight and
faithfully took part in the sewing group in the village hall, proudly stitching her tapestries until one week
before her death. And how many 90 year-olds are still able to do the weeding in the garden? There was
no stopping her!



Dorothy's commitment to family, church, music and the wider community was met in many practical
ways, not least in her long service to Kilmelford Church, which meant a great deal to her.  She never
oncc forgot to put the heating on or take her turn to clean the church or help where she could.  Her deep
faith supported her in difficult times and in the days of joy and celebration.

At her funeral service Alastair McLachlan expressed a heartfelt tribute to Dorothy as well as quiet
respectful reflections on her involvement in the community and her love for Kilmelford Church.  He
made a point of saying that although Dorothy had difficulty getting to grips with modern technology, she
actually contributed to deciphering codes on one of the first computers, which helped save the nation.

Dorothy was indeed a remarkable woman and her love for her family and friends will always hold her
dear in many memories - she is truly very much missed.

Georgina Dalton
THE XPLORERS
The Xplorer’s theme for the new season has been “occupations”.

The three groups based their crafts and activities on farming in September, with the bringing in of the
harvest. October’s theme was fishing, with the hauling in of nets and rowing an imaginary boat up the
aisle of thc church. November was “healing” with first aid kit making and acting the faith for restoring
the health of the Romans’ servants. Everyone joined in the various crafts and activities and singing the
Prayz Time song to the welcome accompaniment of the Ukuleles.

On Sunday, 22" December at 12 noon Ken will lead a special family nativity service. The theme will be
the “Greatest Gift of All” and, like last year, the Xplorer leaders hope that some of the young will be
happy to help by telling the Christmas story. Parents, grandparents and friends are all welcome and may
be asked if they would be happy to lend a hand .

Georgina Dalton
PARISH LUNCH - 2" October, 2013
The lunch numbers were added to this year by a mini bus of ncighbours coming from Kilmartin parish. It
was good to sec them, meet and greet old friends from this side of the Bealach and have a chance to have
a good blether.
The kitchen team worked their socks off doling out one hundred and eleven bowls of soup and we ran out
for the last lunchers, who thankfully were happy with extra rolls and pots of tea. A note in next year’s

diary to make an extra pot full in case.

The decorative flower arrangements on the walls and cheerful posies on the tables all added to the colour
with well stocked stalls and excellent raffle.

Thank you so much to everyone who helped raise a tremendous sum of £1,405.90 with generous
donations, willing spending and not to forget plain hard work.



























